
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 St. Malachi Center 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Unity in the Community 

Your Project Summary: Unity in the Community is an art and education fair which takes place each May 

in the Ohio City neighborhood.  Planned and organized by the 6th-8th graders in Malachi Center’s Youth 

Club (who gain valuable life skills in the process), Unity in the Community is truly a community based 

event. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $3700 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Unity in the Community provides cultural vibrancy in the Ohio City neighborhood by providing 

residents the opportunity to participate in an arts and education fair without the barriers of transportation 

and access. Public benefit is shown through how the organization incorporates youth in the planning and 

execution of an event that provides a safe and  positive cultural and educational opportunity, while also 

helping them to develop professional and life skills. The budget was clear and seemed appropriate to the 

scope of the project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project meets the funding criteria. The event project is free, making it of public 

benefit. This project contributes to a lively and energetic neighborhood, and inspires young students to 

learn organizational skills through arts and education, making this artistically vibrant. With adult staff 

leadership, there is organizational capacity to successfully plan and manage for this program. Two 

suggestions: 1) with the budget, the in-kind portion in matching funds is slightly higher than the allowable 

25%, so make a slight adjustment there and 2) for tracking progress toward the goal, I suggest clarifying 

how you'll track, not just that you will track. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: If it were not for such a strong emphasis on public benefit, this applicant would not have scored 

as high. But, regarding public benefit, St. Malachi Center was able to clearly articulate a defined 

community, and I truly value the benefit to skill and leadership development in youth. I would have loved 

to see videos from past events. Artistic and cultural vibrancy is low. Applicant just speaks of 

"professionals" but doesn't name specific artists who will help lead the workshops. According to their 

project budget, this seems like a small event compared to the organizational budget size, so I can only 

assume that they have the organizational capacity to pull this off. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The project met the funding criteria. The project is clearly of benefit to the community and 

provides multiple engagement points. I would have liked to have had more information about the partners 

and more detail about their involvement - i.e. how many volunteers, what businesses serve as sponsors - 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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are any of these return supporters? The organization clearly understands its community and how to 

involve them and represent them in their programming. The budget was clear and reasonable with 

sufficient detail to demonstrate organizational capacity. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This proposal somewhat fits the funding criteria.  Given St. Malachi's longevity and other 

programs, they likely do understand, work with, and serve the community, but this proposal is not specific 

enough about how this knowledge drives its work, so it only somewhat demonstrates public benefit.  The 

attachments don't help in this case, because while the brochure gives a clear overview of the organization, 

it barely mentions art, and the activities in the attached photos look highly engaging, but sparsely 

attended.  Since no details were provided, it's unclear if Unity in the Community will engage qualified 

arts/culture professionals.  But clearly the event inspires its community (the students) to think 

creatively/differently since the event is planned by the students themselves.  The goal is so broad that I 

think it will be difficult to demonstrate impact, which affects organizational capacity.  In general, the 

attachment space could have been better used to share artist/staff bios/qualifications, evaluation results 

from past years, etc. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, St. Malachi Center's Unity in the Community event meets the funding criteria. The project, 

an arts and education fair, provides strong public benefit and demonstrates the organization's desire to 

understand and serve its community. The planning committee for the fair is made up of members of the 

organization's Youth Club (6-8th grade), who also perform at the event. The fair is open to the public and 

accessible to the immediate community. The organization has engaged with local business and community 

organizations to provide supplies/sponsorship/lessons for the event, and to attend the fair. The huge part 

that the Youth Club plays in planning and participating in the event brings an exciting level of vibrancy. I 

am confident about the organization's capacity to plan and manage the event. St. Malachi Center could 

be more detailed in how feedback is collected from all stakeholders and used in the planning of future 

fairs. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


